
 

 

September 2018 Wisconsin Rapids, WI Serving since 1859! 

Just Joshin’ 

 

To the Members & Friends of Wisconsin Rapids 

UMC:  

 

This may be the most difficult letter that I’ve had to 

write in my 15 years of ministry. I’m writing to you 

today to inform you, if you already weren’t aware, 

that our denomination, the United Methodist Church 

(UMC), is at a vital crossroads. I won’t be able to give 

all the details of our denomination’s situation in this 

letter, but we’ll have future meetings to talk more in 

depth about what’s been happening and answer 

questions you may have (see meeting dates at the end 

of this letter). 

 

There has been a special General Conference called 

for February 23-26, 2019 in St. Louis, Missouri to 

discuss the future of our denomination. General 

Conference is the UMC’s governing body, and these 

meetings happen every 4 years. At the 2016 General 

Conference, all of the resolutions before them that had 

to do with sexual ethics were tabled, and a 

Commission on the Way Forward was created to 

discuss the future of the denomination—to find a way 

forward for all of us called United Methodists. 

 

Our issues within the UMC have been long-standing 

(dating back to the 1968 merger, and further back into 

the late 1800s/early 1900s if you’d like to get 

technical). There are theological differences that have 

divided our church, and it has come to a point where 

too much time, energy, and resources have been spent 

on these arguments or the fall-out from these 

arguments. 

 

These differences typically fall along lines of 

conservative (also known as traditional) theology and  

liberal (also known as progressive) theology. Our 

differences concern, at varying degrees, the authority, 

validity, and interpretation of Scripture. These 

differences lead to many different understandings 

around the person and work of Jesus, the nature of 

sin, the nature of salvation, and who/what the church 

actually is (ecclesiology). 

 

This plays out, practically, in our world in many 

different ways. The area that gets the most attention 

— and what we’ll most likely be hearing about as we 

approach the next General Conference — hovers 

around the topic of sexuality (i.e. heterosexuality, 

homosexuality, etc.). 

 

The Commission on the Way Forward was tasked by 

the General Conference to work with our Council of 

Bishops to come up with some possible options for 

how we can move forward, or if we can move 

forward, as one denomination. Their work has finally 

been completed and the report has come out.   

 

Before I do a brief overview of the options, I’d like to 

mention this. Waiting on this report is the primary 

reason I have waited this long to talk to you about this 

difficult topic. Even with this report, however, there 

are still many uncertainties that lie ahead. So, during 

our Informational Meetings and Q & A time, I’ll do 

my best to answer the questions you have. There may 

be some questions to which the answer is ‘we’ll have 

to wait and see how this plays out next February. 

 

The Commission’s total report is 93 pages long. 

Again this is a very, very brief overview of their 

recommendations: 



 

 

One Church Plan — This plan takes out of our 

Book of Discipline language referring to 

homosexuality as a sin. It gives each pastor and 

each church the ability to do ministry as they 

see fit — do as your conscience tells you to do, 

essentially. Technically, no annual conferences 

or local churches would have to vote because 

everybody gets to do what they want to do 

(although a vote may come up if there is a 

disagreement with the new direction of the 

denomination and a particular conference or 

congregation wants to do something different). 

 

Our General Boards & Agencies would go on 

operating the same, for the most part 

(including, but not limited to, Wespath — the 

agency that handles all benefits, investments 

and pensions for the United Methodist 

Church.) 

 

Implementation of this plan could take place 

late 2020. 

 

Connectional Conference Plan — This plan moves 

to separate the UMC into a three-branch 

denomination based on progressive, 

traditionalist, or middle-of-the-road (center) 

leanings.  There would remain one council of 

bishops to oversee all three branches. Each 

connectional  conference would have its own 

Book of Discipline. Jurisdictions (regions in the 

United States) would first decide which 

connectional conference to affiliate with. 

Annual Conferences who disagree with their 

Jurisdiction’s choice can then vote to affiliate 

with another connectional conference. Finally, 

congregations who don’t agree with their 

Annual Conference’s choice, can vote to join a 

different connectional conference. (This is 

where local voting would come in, should it be 

deemed necessary.) 

 

Jointly funded Boards & Agencies (Wespath, 

GCFA, Publishing House, UMCOR,  

Archives & History) would continue.  Each  

Connectional Conference may make decisions 

to support  existing agencies or start something 

new. 

 

Implementation of this plan could take until 

Fall of 2022, because of all the voting that this 

will entail, and the administrative restructuring 

it will take to form into 3 branches. 

Traditional Plan — This plan keeps the UMC as 

is, but closes some loopholes and tightens up 

some vague language in our Book of 

Discipline. Annual Conferences, Board of 

Ordained Ministries, Bishops, and Clergy 

will have to certify that they will uphold the 

new values and boundaries of the UMC.  If 

an Annual Conference, a local church, or 

clergy do not agree with this, they will be 

allowed to leave as graciously as possible (a 

process yet to be determined). 

 

General Boards & Agencies would remain   

      the same and be held to the same standards   

        as everyone else. 

 

Implementation of this plan could take place 

by the end of 2020. 

 

Again, this is a brief overview of the 3 main plans 

(resolutions) that have been most widely discussed. 

There have been other plans that have been 

submitted for consideration by individuals or groups 

within the UMC. At our Informational and Q & A 

gatherings, I’ll have info on where you can find out 

more information about all that is going on currently 

in our denomination. 

 

Within our own church, I know there are a variety of 

opinions. We have a great opportunity before us to 

be an example of how the people of God can act and 

treat one another, even in the midst of disagreement. 

Let us be in prayer for our denomination’s leaders, 

the delegates to the General Conference, and for 

every pastor and church in our  

denomination. 

 

Blessings, 

 

Pastor Josh 

 

 

 

Sunday, September 2nd after church 

(even with it being Labor Day weekend) 

 

                                OR 

 

Wednesday, September 5th morning 

(after men’s breakfast around 9:00 am) 

and evening 6:30 pm. 
 



 

 

 

WOW - summer is almost over and 
September is here!  With September 
arriving, United Methodist Women will 
continue after the summer break.  I would 
like to thank the people of the Wisconsin 
Rapids United Methodist Church which 
hosted the Mission U Tuesday evening 
program of Frank Montano who displayed 
and played his flutes and talked about his 
personal history/storytelling.   A very 
heartfelt thank you to Judy Gitchel, Marinah 
Russell, Judy Seegert, Carol and Bob Liska 
for providing day care for Mission U.   
 
During our September 9th meeting which 
will be after the coffee fellowship time 
(10:30 am), we are pleased to welcome 
DaNita Carlson from LOVE INC to explain 
what LOVE INC is and what it does within 
our community. EVERYONE is welcome to 
come!  
 
Looking forward, October 19-20 is the state 
meeting in Waukesha.  Details will be 
available on the UMW bulletin board.  We 
can carpool for those interested in going. 
 
The 2018-19 UMW reading program has 
officially started.  The brochure describing 
the categories and the books in each 
category will be available in the 
library.  There are several great books on 
the list and can be found or gotten for you at 
the local library or purchase the book or get 
it at a reduced price via Kindle or Nook. 
 
Blessings, 
Cindy 

 
 
 
 

 

 Noisy Collection for Jennifer and 
Northcott Neighborhood House is 
Sunday, September 9. 

 Instead of our SWEPS Pantry Collection 
on Sunday, September 16, we will collect 
for our sponsorship of a Neighborhood 
Table meal scheduled for Thursday, 
October, 11. The cost of the meal is 
approximately $400. Also, please save 
the date to help be part of the team that 
makes these meals happen! Thank You! 

Blessings, 
The Mission Team 
 

 

 

On Sunday, September 9, 2018 the UMW 
will have a guest speaker from Love INC. 
This organization is amazing in its mission 
and work. Please come hear about it and 
its work. We will meet in Witter Hall at 
10:30 a.m., so bring your coffee fellowship 
coffee with you. 

Wednesday 

September 5, 2018 

8:00 a.m. 



 

 

September 
2-Bill Anderson 

3-Brent Fletcher 

5-Garold Lampman 

6-Fay Whitley 

7-Carol Metzger 

7-Joan Benner 

7-Jamie Wright 

9-Shirley Klapperich 

10-Rhonda Wittenberg 

10-Anton Rosenthal 

13-Judy Gitchel 

13-Judy Skinner 

13-Danielle Ironside 

13-Tyler Cowen 

14-Keith Hansen 

14-Monty Reinicke 

18-Katie Clark 

20-Eric Henke 

21-Carol Liska 

21-Ashley O’Keefe 

21-Carl Rosenthal 

28-Karlene Dillingham 

29-Mike Swanson 

29-Taisa Staven 

Wisdom Seekers 
Every Thursday: 9:30 a.m. 

Nar-Anon 
Every Thursday: 6:30 p.m. 

17-Hubert & Betty Johnson 

26-Richard & Kathryn Ritter 

30-Don & Sandy Sager 

30-Ed & Jamie Barker 

Welcome New Members 

 

Jenny Bartram 

Ben Brawders 

Kenneth Brzezinski 

Susanne Brzezinski 

Cheryl Lauby 

Patrick Lauby 

Jaime Sparkes 

Katie Sparkes 

If we have omitted your birthday or 
anniversary or have it listed on the wrong 
date, please let us know so we can make the 
necessary corrections to our records. Thank 
you. 

August 19, 2018 

Brian Henke 

Danny Henke 

Sons of 

Eric & Vikki Henke 

Wedding 
August 18, 2018 

 
Vikki Blanchard 

and 
Eric Henke 

 

Thank you for your support 

during this difficult time with 

food service for my son Tre’s 

funeral.  Deb Vann 



Have a prayer request? Call the prayer chain: 
Daytime:  (9:00 a.m. — 6:00 p.m. 
Lynn Swanson — 715-423-4407 
Evenings:  (6:00 p.m. — 9:00 p.m.) 
Kathy Duerkop — 715-421-3396 

For encouragement,  

call the prayer phone: 
715-423-1323 

 
 

 

 

Lamentations 3:22-23 

Because of the Lord’s great love we are 

not consumed, for his compassions 

never fail.  They are new every morning, 

great is your faithfulness. 

 

Each day is new in God’s love.  He never 

tires of forgiving us.  As difficult as we 

can be, he loves us faithfully.  We find it 

hard to truly understand the depth of 

his love.  Great is his faithfulness. 

 

The closest thing to God’s love that I 

can think of is how we love our 

children.  Yet, we do grow tired and 

angry when they are continually 

disobedient or as adults make the same 

bad decisions over and over.  Rifts 

spring up between parent and child.  

Families go years without speaking.  The 

trust is broken as well as hearts.  Praise 

God for he is not like us.  He forgives us 

over and over and over again, loving us 

when we sin and are disobedient.  This 

love is our hope and promise as we 

struggle to live as Christ lived.  We have 

the promise of forgiveness when we go 

to God and ask for it, confessing our 

sins and failures.  What a wonderful 

promise this is.  God’s love is new every 

morning – great is his faithfulness 

indeed. 

 

Let us pray:  Dear Loving and Forgiving 

Father, we come to you so often with 

our sins and you always hear us and 

forgive us.  Help us to change our ways 

and become a forgiving people, 

remembering how great your 

faithfulness is as you love us.  In Christ’s 

name we pray. AMEN                

 

Prayer Calendar 
September 

 
1-Scott & Judy Skinner 

2-Eileen Slinkman 

3-Mike & Diane Sloat, Trevor & Acacia 

4-Jaime Sparkes 

5-Kathie Sparkes 

6-Bill & Annette Spaulding 

7-Greg & Karla Staven 

8-Taisa Steven 

9-Molly Staven & Kaden Hicks 

10-John & Judy Steele 

11-Matt Steele & Family 

12-Colleen Stevenson 

13-Mike & Lynn Swanson 

14-Diane Swiggum 

15-Michael & Ruth Topp 

16-Cindy Tyjeski 

17-Tom & Sara Tyne 

18-Frances Waite 

19-Don & Fay Whitley 

20-Brad, Stacey, Marinah & Cody Russell 

21-Scott & Deb Whitney 

22-Bruce & Jenny Williams, Kaylee, Jaylee, 
Tristan & Alexandria 

23-Janet Winn 

24-Audrey Wittenberg 

25-Mark & Rhonda Wittenberg & David 

26-Bob & Marcia Wright 

27-Jamie Wright 

28-Bill & Pauline Anderson 

29-Steven & Susan Andrews 

30-Elizabeth Anhalt 



Church Office Hours 
The church office is open Monday through 
Thursday from 8:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.  

and closed on Fridays. 

Pastor Joshua’s Office Hours 
Monday through Thursday 

8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  

E-mail Addresses 
Church Office: umc@wctc.net 
Pastor Joshua: joshuapegram3@gmail.com 

Church Office Phone 
715-423-8860 
Pastor Joshua’s Phone No. 
Cell: 920-896-3976 

Sunday Services 
  9:00 a.m. — UMC Worship Service 
10:00 a.m. — Coffee Fellowship 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Meets each day of the week as follows: 
Monday’s 11:00 a.m. 
Tuesday’s  7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday’s 7:00 p.m. 
Thursday’s  7:00 p.m. 

September 25 

September 4 

The Neighborhood Table 
The last two Tuesdays of the month: 4:30 p.m. 
Every Thursday: 4:30 p.m. 

September 26 

September 17 

10:00 am - Bible Study 
  5:00 pm - Bells 
  6:00 pm - Bible Study 

   8:00 am - Men’s Breakfast 
 10:30 am - Disciplines 
   5:00 pm - Choir 

September 12 

 6:00 pm - Finance Meeting 
 6:30 pm - Council Meeting 

September 19 

September 10 

September 5 

Weight Watchers 
Every Tuesday 7:00 am 
Every Wednesday 10:00 am,12:00 pm and 6:00 pm 
Every Saturday 8:30 am 

September 18 

10:30 am - Disciplines 
  5:00 pm - Choir 

10:30 am - UMW Meeting 
10:30 am - Stewardship Meeting 

 10:00 am Bible Study 
   5:00 pm Bells 
   6:00 pm Bible Study    

    4:30 pm - Trustees 

September 9 

10:00 am - Bible Study 
  5:00 pm - Bells 
  6:00 pm - Bible Study 

September 3 
  8:30 am - 5:00 pm - Mobile Food Pantry 
10:30 am - Disciplines 
  5:00 pm - Choir L ABOR DAY 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

 10:30 am Disciplines 
   5:00 pm Choir 
   6:00 pm Bible Study 

September 11 

10:00 am - Bible Study 
  5:00 pm - Bells 
  6:00 pm - Bible Study    


