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Serving since 1859!
Just Joshin’

Good October, everyone! How about a story? A
story about four preachers who were debating
which version of the Bible is the best version.
The first argued that the KJV was best. It showed
that God’s word would endure from generation to
generation; the poetry and Old English was
beautiful to read. The KJV teaches us to revere
the scriptures and study them diligently.
The second minister argued that the NAS Bible
was better because it provided us with the most
accurate translation. The closest word for word
translation from the original Hebrew and Greek is
what we gain through the NAS Bible.
The third pastor argued that the NIV was the best
translation. He said that it was much easier to read
than the other translations and while it did not have
the word for word meaning like the NAS, the NIV
captured the original meaning of the text and
communicated it in modern language.
Each then looked to the fourth minister to see
which version of the Bible he would support. After
a few moments he said, “I guess I believe the living
bible is the best translation.”
Each of the other ministers responded, TLB is not
a translation it’s only a paraphrase and is too wordy
to be trusted. The fourth minister smiled and said,

Wisconsin Rapids, WI

“No I don’t mean the book; I mean the living
Bible I saw lived out in the life of my father every
day. He lived the scriptures in such a way that I
was convinced the Bible was indeed the word of
God. Dad’s living Bible changed my life.”
Unfortunately, too many people have not witnessed
the living Bible. Instead they’ve seen a twisted
version being lived out by folks who call
themselves Christians, but act as if they’ve never
experienced God’s love, or have ever encountered
God’s Word. Folks are turned off by what they’ve
seen over the years as some Christians have been
irresponsible in their representation of the Gospel
message.
The late evangelist Billy Graham reminded us, “We
are the Bibles the world is reading; we are the
creeds the world is needing; we are the sermons the
world is heeding.” This is a strong reminder that
people are watching. This is a strong reminder that
our biggest witness is how we live out our daily
lives.
God’s blessed us with a living book that lets us
know about his love for us and our response to His
love. Through the Holy Scriptures we have
everything we need to live our lives so that God
will be glorified. But, we need to know what’s
inside the old leather (and sometimes dusty) covers
of the Good Book.
We aren’t called to be Bible scholars, theologians,
or linguists. But, as God’s people, we are called to
show others the love which He shows us.

And we find out about this great love story within
the 66 books that make up the Bible. From Genesis
to Revelation, we find out how our life either has
been or can be changed because of God’s love for
us.
From Acts 8:26-40, we read ...
As for Philip, an angel of the Lord said to him, “Go
south down the desert road that runs from
Jerusalem to Gaza.” So he started out, and he met
the treasurer of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great
authority under the Kandake, the queen of Ethiopia.
The eunuch had gone to Jerusalem to worship, and
he was now returning. Seated in his carriage, he
was reading aloud from the book of the prophet
Isaiah.
The Holy Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and walk
along beside the carriage.”
Philip ran over and heard the man reading from the
prophet Isaiah. Philip asked, “Do you understand
what you are reading?”
The man replied, “How can I, unless someone
instructs me?” And he urged Philip to come up into
the carriage and sit with him.
The passage of Scripture he had been reading was
this:
“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter.
And as a lamb is silent before the shearers,
he did not open his mouth.
He was humiliated and received no justice.
Who can speak of his descendants?
For his life was taken from the earth.”
The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, was the prophet
talking about himself or someone else?” So
beginning with this same Scripture, Philip told him
the Good News about Jesus.
As they rode along, they came to some water, and
the eunuch said, “Look! There’s some water! Why
can’t I be baptized?” He ordered the carriage to
stop, and they went down into the water, and Philip
baptized him.
When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the
Lord snatched Philip away. The eunuch never saw
him again but went on his way rejoicing.

Meanwhile, Philip found himself farther north at
the town of Azotus. He preached the Good News
there and in every town along the way until he
came to Caesarea.
There are two very simple lessons we can learn
from the Ethiopian in this story. First, we must
read our Bibles. It’s as simple as that. He was on
his way home from a spiritual retreat. It’s a long
way from Jerusalem to Ethiopia, so he needed
something to do. He wanted to learn more about
this God he’s worshipping, so he read the Bible.
We learn our second lesson from Ethiopian in the
midst of his Bible reading. He didn’t understand,
so he asked. We don’t have to know everything, or
even understand everything the first time we read
something. If we need help, we should be asking
for it.
Okay, there’s a third lesson. The Ethiopian’s life
was transformed because of the Scripture and the
help of Philip. The same should go for us, too.
The Bible isn’t simply for information, but for
transformation. James 1:19-25 reminds
us, “Understand this, my dear brothers and sisters:
You must all be quick to listen, slow to speak, and
slow to get angry. Human anger does not produce
the righteousness God desires. So get rid of all the
filth and evil in your lives, and humbly accept the
word God has planted in your hearts, for it has the
power to save your souls.
But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do
what it says. Otherwise, you are only fooling
yourselves. For if you listen to the word and don’t
obey, it is like glancing at your face in a mirror.
You see yourself, walk away, and forget what you
look like. But if you look carefully into the perfect
law that sets you free, and if you do what it says
and don’t forget what you heard, then God will
bless you for doing it.”
It’s of the utmost importance that God’s people are
digging into Scripture every day and learning a
little something. Again, we don’t have to be
scholars, but we should be learning, growing, and
transforming into all that God created us to be. Dig
into God’s Word. If you need help, ask for it.
Read not just for information, but let God through
the Holy Spirit speak to you and read for
transformation.
Blessings Pastor Josh

*Sunday, October 7 is Special Offering
Sunday for World Communion. An
envelope with more information
and for your convenience will be
found in the bulletin.
*Thursday, October 11
we will sponsor and host
The Neighborhood Table.
If you are able to help
our loyal team of
workers, please add your
name to the sign-up
sheets at church.
*Noisy Collection for Jennifer and
UNICEF will be taken
Sunday, October 14. There
is rumor that a homemade
caramel sale will happen to
bolster the amount for
UNICEF. :-)
*Sunday, October 21 we will
collect food/essentials/cash for
SWEPS, our local pantry.
Be a servant for God,
The Mission Team

Come for Breakfast on
Wednesday
October 3, 2018
8:00 a.m.
All are Welcome!

Welcome to fall. It’s hard to believe
everyone is now well into their fall
activities. On September 9 unit meeting
we were very fortunate to have DaNita
Carlson, Executive Director from Love, INC
speak to us. For those from our
congregation that joined us I believe were
given some very interesting information
as to what exactly Love INC is and
isn’t. More information will be coming
out to our congregation shortly. North
Central District had their annual gathering
Sept 15 in Wausau and some of our unit
members attended. The music was
provided by Mauston’s group and one of
the instructors from Mission U gave a
short presentation (vs. her 4 day class).
October 19-20 will be the United
Methodist Women’s statewide Annual
Gathering in Waukesha. There is still time
to register if you are interested. UMW’s
reading program list of books is out and I
will be placing copies in the library of all
the books that are available to read
(previous years to current list) that count
for the program. If you aren’t interested
in reading from all categories, please feel
free to read for your own pleasure and
interests! The new book list has a lot of
really interesting books on it!
November’s meeting will be the
installation of officers and our Thankgiving offering and program. Please join
us on November 11th! December UMW will
serve coffee fellowship and we will be
trying something new – stay tuned for
more information!!
Fall Blessings,
Cindy

St. Luke’s Lutheran Church
Harvest Luncheon & Sale
Tuesday October 9, 2018
Bake Sale 10:30 am - 1:00 pm
Luncheon Served 11:00
am - 1:00 pm
Adults $8.00
Children 12 and under
FREE
Carry outs available

Wedding
September 8, 2018
Jenny Bartram
and
Brandon Brawders

October
1-Scott Skinner
3-Rhett Reinicke
4-Carol Davis
5-Evelyn Lampman
7-Cooper Schulz
15-Holly Skinner
21-Phyllis Ritchie
22-Sandy Saeger
22-Nancy Olson
23-Bradley Bartram
27-John Steele
29-Kathy Duerkop
29-Wendy Baierl
31-Don Saeger
31-Jim Seegert

In honor of Clergy Appreciation Month, use these alphabetical
reminders of how to treat your pastors:
Accept them as people.
Build them up. Say “thank you.”
Communicate with them.
Defend them when someone tries to run them down.
Entertain them. They like to have fun, too!
Family. Allow them to have a family life.
Genuine. Be honest with them. Be yourself around them.
Honor them. Don’t put them on a pedestal, but respect them.
Income. Pay them enough so money isn’t a concern.
Judge not! Avoid being critical.
Kind. Treat pastors as you want to be treated.
Love. See 1 Corinthians 13.
Maintain. Their families have the same needs as other families.
Nurture. Help them grow in grace.
Offer to help. The list of things you can do is endless.
Pray for them. Lift up their names to God daily.
Quelch not. Encourage instead!
Rejoice in and with them.
Surprise them — in little and big ways.
Trust them. Believe in them.
Understand them. Put yourself in their place.
Vacation. They need time away.
Welcome them into your home. Don’t wait for an invitation.
eXpend yourself, not them.
Yoke. Help them bear their burdens with grace and dignity.
Zap all gossip!

1-Don & Fay Whitley
20-Bob & Carol Liska
22-Dan & Tina Bartram
27-Rick & Ellen Cook
28-Mike & Lynn Swanson
If we have omitted your birthday or
anniversary or have it listed on the wrong
date, please let us know so we can make the
necessary corrections to our records. Thank
you.

Weight Watchers
Every Tuesday 7:00 am
Every Wednesday 10:00 am,12:00 pm and 6:00
pm
Every Saturday 8:30 am

Prayer Calendar
October
1-Jeff & Cathy Anhalt
2-Paula Baeurle
3-Wendy Baierl
4-Ed & Jamie Barker
5-Dan & Tina Bartram
6-Joan Benner
7-Wayne & Wendy Boettcher
8-Ben, Jenny & Bronson Brawders
9-Kenneth & Susanne Brzezinski
10-Harry & Carol Calverley
11-Robert & Sandra Calverley
12-Scott & Evan Calverley
13-Bill & Shirley Carpenter
14-Albert & Janet Ciardelli
15-Katie Clark
16-Bill Clendenning
17-Kathy Cole
18-Rick & Ellen Cook
19-James & Cherri Correll
20-Tyler Cowan
21-Carol Davis
22-Helen Dillingham
23-Kevin, Karlene & Kasey Dillingham
24-Mike & Julie Dresen
25-Tami, Kevin, Riley & Owen Huiras
26-Robert & Vivian Dudley
27-Art & Kathy Duerkop
28-Tom & Cindy Erickson
29-Brent & Ginnie Fletcher
30-Faith Frank
31-Judy Gitchel

Have a prayer request? Call the prayer chain:
Daytime: (9:00 a.m. — 6:00 p.m.
Lynn Swanson — 715-423-4407
Evenings: (6:00 p.m. — 9:00 p.m.)
Kathy Duerkop — 715-421-3396

For encouragement,
call the prayer phone:
715-423-1323

Matthew 16:15-16 “But what about you?”,
Jesus asked. “What do you day I am?”
Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ,
the Son of the Living God.”
I wonder what we would say if Jesus asked us
this question. Would we be bold and answer
as Peter did? Would we proclaim “You are
the Christ, the Son of the Living God?” I
believe we probably would answer that way if
Christ asked us privately -- when no one was
listening. But how would we answer if a nonChristian acquaintance or stranger asked us,
“Who do you say Jesus is?” Would we
boldly proclaim him as Christ, the Lord of
our lives? Or would we hesitate and consider
who was asking and what they would think of
us? Are we proud of our relationship with
Christ? Do we wonder if we will have to
change our style of living if we proclaim
Christ as Lord and live up to being
Christian?
I cannot answer these questions for you. I
can only pray that I would be bold and
confident enough to claim Christ as the Son
of God and my personal Savior. I pray and
believe I would, for Christ has blessed me
and walked with me throughout all my life -and that includes even before I accepted him
personally. Give this some thought and pray
God gives you the courage to stand boldly
proclaiming him as your Lord and Savior.
Let us pray: Lord Jesus, you know I love you
ad walk with you, please give me the courage
to let others know your love and what it
means to me. Thank you for that love. In
your name I pray, Amen.

10:30 am - Disciplines
5:00 pm - Choir
October 23

October 2
10:00 am - Bible Study
5:00 pm - Bells
6:00 pm - Bible Study
October 3
8:00 am - Men’s Breakfast
10:30 am - Disciplines
5:00 pm - Choir
October 8
4:30 pm - Trustees
October 9
10:00 am - Bible Study
10:00 am - RCC Board Meeting
5:00 pm - Bells
6:00 pm - Bible Study
October 10
10:30 am - Disciplines
5:00 pm - Choir
5:30-7:00 pm - Chosen People Ministries/FEL

10:00 am - Bible Study
4:30 pm - TNT
5:00 pm - Bells
6:00 pm - Bible Study
October 24
10:30 am - Disciplines
5:00 pm - Choir
October 30
10:00 am - Bible Study
4:30 pm - TNT
5:00 pm - Bells
6:00 pm - Bible Study
October 31
10:30 am - Disciplines
5:00 pm - Choir
Church Office Hours
The church office is open Monday through
Thursday from 8:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.
and closed on Fridays.
Pastor Joshua’s Office Hours
Monday through Thursday
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

October 11
United Methodist Church Sponsoring The
Neighborhood Table

E-mail Addresses
Church Office: umc@wctc.net
Pastor Joshua: joshuapegram3@gmail.com

October 13
10:00 am - 3:00 pm - District Missions Event
October 15
6:00 pm - Finance Meeting
6:30 pm - Council Meeting
October 16
10:00 am - Bible Study
10:00 am - SWEPS
5:00 pm - Bells
6:00 pm - Bible Study
October 17

Church Office Phone
715-423-8860
Pastor Joshua’s Phone No.
Cell: 920-896-3976
Sunday Services
9:00 a.m. — UMC Worship Service
10:00 a.m. — Coffee Fellowship
The Neighborhood Table
The last two Tuesdays of the month: 4:30 p.m.
Every Thursday: 4:30 p.m.

