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One of the fascinating themes that we see 
reoccur in the Bible is that of God changing 
people’s names.  The names different people 
were originally given—i.e. Abram, Sarai, 
Jacob, Simon, Saul—had special meanings.  
When God blessed them with a new name this 
marked a new start for the person’s life.  Paul’s 
reminder to the Ephesians is comparable here 
when he said, “… To put off your old self, 
which is being corrupted by its deceitful 
desires; to be made new in the attitude of your 
minds; and to put on the new self, created to 
be like God in true righteousness and 
holiness” (Ephesians 4:22-24).  It was a new 
life and new direction for these people. 
 
The new names were given—Abraham, Sarah, 
Israel, Peter, Paul—and a new life with God 
was pursued.  One of the most interesting of 
these stories is that of Jacob being renamed 
“Israel.”  A change began to take place within 
Jacob before he was renamed, but he put on a 
whole new attitude and outlook after his 
wrestling match with God. 
 
Jacob’s story is told in the last half of Genesis, 
chapters 25-50.  From birth to death we follow 
Jacob’s ups and downs, and his continual 
growth in his faith in and relationship with God.  
I think that most of us can relate to Jacob.  He 
went through a few stages of ups and downs 
as he was trying to figure out life.  Jacob, 

which means “he grasps the heel” or “he 
deceives,” grabbed the heel of his twin, Esau, 
at birth, and later on in life had deceived both 
his brother and his father, Isaac, before fleeing 
from home.  While he was on the run, so to 
speak, God got a hold of Jacob.  This is when 
the change in Jacob began to take place. 
 
The next part of Jacob’s story involves his 
marriage and his being deceived by his father-
in-law, Laban.  Now, Jacob found himself on 
the other side of deception.  The now-changing 
Jacob handled this situation differently than the 
old Jacob.  Instead of fleeing the situation to 
be rid of it, he waited for God’s direction—and 
he waited for six years. 
 
The third portion of Jacob’s life is just as 
interesting.  He finally meets God face-to-face, 
and he’s going to hold on no matter what.  
Down by the Jordan River, Jacob grabs again, 
but this time he grabs for God’s blessing.  He 
realizes that God has been with him no matter 
what and that this relationship was the 
essential thing in his life.  Jacob’s name was 
changed to “Israel,” which means “he struggles 
with God.”  Jacob was the father of the 12 
tribes of Israel. 
 
Jacob’s final portion of life was spent by letting 
God have a hold of him.  He didn’t make a 
move without God leading the way.  Jacob 
came a long way during his life when it came 
to his relationship with God. 



 

 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Meets each day of the week as follows: 
Monday’s 11:00 a.m. 
Tuesday’s  7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday’s 7:00 p.m. 
Thursday’s  7:00 p.m. 

Come for Breakfast on 

Wednesday, 

June 5, 2019 

8:00 a.m. 

All are Welcome! 

Spring!  Even though some parts of the 
US just received a bunch of the "s" word I 
hope we are well on our way to a great 
remainder of Spring and into Summer. 
 
Speaking of Summer - our next UMW 
function is our annual picnic.  This year it 
will be at the church on Monday  June 
10th in the lounge.  Please bring a dish to 
pass and this year we will have 
hamburgers and hot dogs grilled!  We 
have Kim Marshall coming to talk to us 
about the blue bird project which she has 
been involved in for several years.  
 
Please let Tami or myself know if you are 
coming to the picnic so I get enough 
meat! 
 
The other summer activity is Mission U 
held at the Hotel Mead.  There are 
scholarships available and the cost is 
reduced for us because we don't have the 
expense of a hotel room - we are lucky to 
be able to sleep in our own bed each 
night!  This is a great opportunity to learn, 
have some great fellowship with other 
faithful women and have some fun.  We 
again will host the Tuesday night activity 
at our church! 
 
Sitting outside this summer?  Check out a 
great book out of our library and sit 
outside and enjoy God's creation and 
read! 
 
Blessings to you! 
Cindy 

I know we have all experienced ups and 
downs in life.  We’ve been through 
circumstances in which we have control and 
those which we have no control over.  We’ve 
made decisions that have had positive 
outcomes and negative outcomes.  We’ve 
probably had periods of our life where we’ve 
been far from God as well as those times 
when we’ve been a little closer to God. 
 
Jacob’s story can a be a real example for us 
as we go through the different stages of life.  
God will always be there for us.  We don’t 
have to be perfect.  Yet, are we willing to be 
open to what God might have in store for us?  
Are we willing, like Jacob, to be persistent 
and never let go of God to make sure that 
we’re doing what God wants us to do? 
 
We may or may not have a literal name 
change in our lives.  But life is certainly 
different with and without God.  With God, we 
are a new creation with a new attitude and a 
new meaning.  With God, we know that His 
faith will never falter and that we can always 
trust in Him.  With God, we know that we are 
loved unconditionally and that He will do 
anything for us. 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Josh 



 

 

June 
 

2 - Wayne Boettcher 
3 - Elisabeth Fletcher 
4 - Walker O’Keefe 
5 - Jamie Barker 
7 - Mark Wittenberg 
10 - Owen Huiras 
11 - Tina Bartram 
11 - Stacey Russell 
12 - Janet Ciardelli 
12 - Kelly Reinicke 
23 - Terry Nolet 
25 - Janet Winn 
25 - Frances Waite 
30 - Justin Bartram 

1 - Mike & Julie Dresen 

10 - John & Judy Steele 

14 - Tami & Kevin Huiras 

16 - Glen & Aida Harper 

17 - Bob & Marcia Wright 

20 - Mike & Diane Sloat 

23 - Wayne & Shirley Sering 

30 - Jeff & Cathy Anhalt 

If we have omitted your birthday or 
anniversary or have it listed on the 
wrong date, please let us know so we 
can make the necessary corrections to 
our records. Thank you. 

Noisy Collection 

June 9, 2019 for  

Melisa and Boys and Harbor 

House, a crisis shelter located 

in Superior, WI and supported 

by United Methodist Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 16 is SWEPS Pantry 

Collection. Food, essentials, and 

cash are very much appreciated  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 2019 Wisconsin Annual Conference 
is June 14-17 in Green Bay. As a part of 
that event, we will collect money on June 
2nd and 9th for the Midwest 
Distribution Center in Illinois; its many 
services include disaster relief (like the 
famous Flood Buckets). (Money helps the 
most since the Center can purchase goods 
in bulk, stretching our dollars, and we 
don’t need to pay for 
transporting the material 
to the Center.) 
 



Have a prayer request? Call the prayer chain: 
Daytime:  (9:00 a.m. — 6:00 p.m. 
Lynn Swanson — 715-423-4407 
Evenings:  (6:00 p.m. — 9:00 p.m.) 
Kathy Duerkop — 715-421-3396 

For encouragement,  

call the prayer phone: 
715-423-1323 

 
 

 

 Zephaniah  3:17  The Lord your 

God is mighty to save. He will take great delight 

in you, he will quiet you with his love, he will 

rejoice over you with singing. 

What a beautiful picture this is - God is 

with me, he is mighty, he delights in me, he 

quiets me with love and he rejoices over 

time with singing. WOW! That is 

awesome. We need to keep these promises 

in our hearts and think on them when we 

are feeling alone. Let the Holy Spirit renew 

you with God’s wonders and gifts each day. 

Do you take time to thank God for all the 

blessings in your life? Do you speak daily 

with him? I pray you take time to spend 

praising God and being warmed by his 

love. Is there a special place you meet with 

God? The Bible calls it your prayer closet. 

My prayer closet is my kitchen table. I light 

a candle and come into God’s presence each 

day. I cannot tell you how much this does 

renew me and puts me on the right track 

each day. It is the most precious time of my 

day. Read a devotional, your Bible and pray 

to your loving God. But don’t limit your 

prayers to just once a day. Be in 

conversation during the day. God is with 

you all the time. Say thanks for a beautiful 

sight or the smile of a stranger. Remember, 

God delights in you and wants your 

response. 

 

Let us pray: Lord we do thank you for your 

loving presence with us at all times. Help us to 

take a special time to be with you during our 

day. We know you are waiting to hear from us. 

Bless us with an awareness of your presence. In 

Jesus Name we pray, AMEN 

 

Prayer Calendar 
June 

1 - Ben, Jenny & Bronson Brawders 

2 - Ken & Sue Brzezinski 

3 - Harry & Carol Calverley 

4 - Robert & Sandra Calverley 

5 - Scott Calverley 

6 - Bill & Shirley Carpenter 

7 - Albert & Janet Ciardelli 

8 - Katie Clark 

9 - Bill Clendenning 

10 - Kathy Cole 

11 - Rick & Ellen Cook 

12 - James & Cherri Correll 

13 - Tyler Cowen 

14 - Carol Davis 

15 - Helen Dillingham 

16 - Kevin & Karlene Dillingham 

17 - Mike & Julie Dresen 

18 - Brenda Dudley 

19 - Robert & Vivian Dudley 

20 - Art & Kathy Duerkop 

21 - Tom & Cindy Erickson 

22 - Brent & Ginnie Fletcher 

23 - Faith Frank 

24 - Judy Gitchel 

25 - David Goetsch 

26 - Lester Gukenberger 

27 - Zelda Guzman 

28 - Gwen Gygi 

29 - Myrna Hagen 

30 - Mary Jo Hane 



Church Office Hours 
The church office is open Monday through 
Thursday from 8:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.  

and closed on Fridays. 

Pastor Joshua’s Office Hours 
Monday through Thursday 

8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  

E-mail Addresses 
Church Office: umc@wctc.net 
Pastor Joshua: joshuapegram3@gmail.com 

Church Office Phone 
715-423-8860 
Pastor Joshua’s Phone No. 
Cell: 920-896-3976 

Sunday Services 
  9:00 am - UMC Worship Service 
10:00 am - Coffee Fellowship 
10:00 am - Youth Group/Sunday School 

June 18 

June 4 

The Neighborhood Table 
The last two Tuesdays of the month: 4:30 p.m. 
Every Thursday: 4:30 p.m. 

June 19 

  2:00 pm - COH Bible Study 
  6:00 pm - COH 

June 13 

  8:00 am - Men’s Breakfast 
10:30 am - Disciplines 

11 - 2:00 pm Pastor’s Gathering 

June 12 

 6:00 pm - Finance Meeting 
 6:30 pm - Council Meeting 

June 17 

June 6 

10:30 am - Disciplines 

10:00 am - 5:00 pm Feeding America 

June 14 -17 

10:30 am - Disciplines 

  2:00 pm - COH Bible Study 
  6:00 pm - COH 

June 26 

June 20 

June 5 

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY 
 

June 10 

10:30 am - Disciplines 

June 11 

 PASTOR JOSH GONE TO ANNUAL     
 CONFERENCE 

  4:30 pm Trustees 

  2:00 pm - COH Bible Study   
  6:00 pm - COH 

June 7 

10:00 am - Bible Study 
  6:00 pm - COH 
  6:00 pm - Bible Study 

10:00 am - RCC Board Meeting 
10:00 am - Bible Study 
  6:00 pm - Bible Study 
  6:00 pm - COH 

June 25 

June 27 

10:00 am - Bible Study 
  6:00 pm - Bible Study 
  6:00 pm - COH 

June 16 

10:00 am - Bible Study 
  6:00 pm - Bible Study 
  6:00 pm - COH 

  9 - 11:00 am COH 


