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Serving since 1859!
Just Joshin’

Transforming lives. This is what Jesus did during
his ministry and this is what he continues to do
today. This is what the local church--as a part of
the body of Christ--should be about first and
foremost. And, it’s not only young families or even
young people who can experience this
transformation (the groups which are generally the
subject of the question, “Where are they?”).
Anybody can choose to be transformed by the love
of God through Jesus Christ. It doesn’t matter how
old, how churched, or how skeptical one may be.
Transformation is possible.
I believe that we need to be very intentional about
helping people through this process. Many people
may refer to this as “discipleship.” Discipleship is
our response to God’s love through actively
following in the footsteps of Jesus. This is where
we can see transformation in our lives and in the
lives of others. If this is where transformation can
take place, I believe that we need to be intentional
about it.
“Discipleship does not happen simply because a
church exists. It occurs when there is an
intentional and strategic thrust to facilitate spiritual
maturity,” says George Barna, in his
book Growing True Disciples (p 29). One doesn’t
become good at basketball by simply walking onto
a court. Jesus didn’t show up and people just
happened to have their lives changed. Jesus was
intentional about inviting people (Matt. 4:18-22),
helping them to grow (i.e. Matt. 9:10-17), and then
sending them out to spread the Good News (Matt.
10:5-15).
This is the purpose that Jesus has called us to at
the end of Matthew 28 in what’s known as the
Great Commission: “Therefore, go and make
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the
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name of the Father and the Son and the Holy
Spirit. Teach these new disciples to obey all the
commands that I have given you. And be sure of
this: I am with you always even to the end of the
age.”
Dallas Willard has written a book entitled, The
Great Omission, talking about the lack of focus on
the Great Commission in the church today. He
says in the introduction, “... The governing
assumption today, among professing Christians, is
that we can be ‘Christians’ forever and never
become disciples.” This is the great omission of
the Great Commission.
Dietrich Bonhoeffer has some powerful insight
into this subject as well when he said, “Christianity
without the living Christ is inevitably Christianity
without discipleship, and Christianity without
discipleship is always Christianity without Christ.”
In July and throughout the Fall different
opportunities will be offered to help with this. On
July 15 I’ll be offering a 4 week book study on
grace. On September 4 the Tuesday Bible study
will restart (yes, these folks made it all the way
from Genesis to Revelation) using materials called
“The Story” to help guide us through the Bible.
There will be more on this as the date gets closer.
Finally, I hope to have an all church study in
October that coincides with the sermon series.
The church can only be as strong as the
individuals within it. I hope and pray that we keep
on learning and growing in our faith. I pray that we
allow God to work in us so that God can also work
through us to reach other people as we serve them
in some way, or by being able to share the Gospel
with them. Any questions about the upcoming
study opportunities this Fall, please feel free to ask.
Blessings,
Pastor Josh

Bible Quiz
How did Jesus heal the blind man at the
pool of Siloam?
A. Put mud on his eyes and told him to go
wash in the pool.
B. Laid his hands on the man’s head and
prayed.
C. Touched his eyes, but at first the man
said people looked like trees walking, so
Jesus had to do it again.
D. Told him to go to the priests; as the man
went, he was healed.
Answer: A (See John 9:6-7.)
If anyone is looking for some housework to
be done, the church’s custodian Denise is
looking to pick up a few more jobs. Please
contact the church office if you are interested
and we can pass on her phone number.

As we celebrate America’s birthday, it’s
interesting to note that clergymen wrote
both the Pledge of Allegiance and the
hymn “My Country ‘Tis of Thee.” Rev.
Francis Bellamy wrote the pledge in 1892.
Rev. Samuel Francis Smith wrote the hymn
in 1831. Both men were Baptist ministers.
The pledge was first used in public schools in
1892 during Columbus Day observances.
“My Country ‘Tis of Thee” was used as a
national song before “The Star-Spangled
Banner” was named America’s national
anthem in
1931.

NAMI Wisconsin hosts the Healing Art Show
as part of Mental Illness Awareness Week in October.
This show features the works
of local artists who experience
mental illness, and creatively
express themselves through
various mediums of art!
As we approach this magical
event, we wanted to make
sure you're aware of some
important dates:
(1.) Artist application deadline:
-Thurs, Aug 23
(2.) Opening reception celebration:
-Sat, Oct 6
-5 to 9pm
-@ the Lakeside St. Coffee House in Madison,
Wisconsin
-No cost to attend, and open to the public!
-We'd love to see you there!

Roger and I are continuing our ministry at
Jeremiah's Crossing. It has been 12 years since we
sat at our dining room table and completed the
incorporation papers. Twelve years since we
packed our lives into a "Chicken Trailer" and
moved to the "Little House on the Prairie" in
Babcock.
We're still here! The property has seen some
changes, the Little House is no longer here, there
is quite a bit of fencing, an outdoor arena was
built so we could hold lessons after the rain.
We've grown - over 300% - since our first official
lessons in 2008 (two years after our move). We
now serve 70 students each week from June August. One thing that hasn't changed; we still
provide lessons free of charge with the help of a
small army of volunteers.
We are seeking your help. Our greatest need is for
lesson volunteers. You don't have to be a horse
expert to help. We will train you. We need you to
come, smile, and love on our students. It takes
approximately 15 volunteers to make the program
run smoothly. We provide lessons 5 days/week. So
you can see, we can't do it alone. We are currently
recruiting volunteers ages 14 and up.
One of the reasons I'm reaching out to you is
because you have a network that is different from
mine. You know people whom I have not yet met.
Would you consider casting your net on our
behalf? We will come and talk with a group, or
call someone who might be interested. If you could
set the stage, make the initial contact, we would be
so grateful.
Last year, we actually had to cancel lessons for a
lack of volunteers. We are praying that will never
happen again.
I've attached two documents. Please feel free to
share. If you have ANY questions, please do not
hesitate to contact me. If lesson volunteering is not
your thing, but you'd like to help, we would be
grateful to have you share your gifts and talents
with Jeremiah's Crossing. Our family is
expanding and we would welcome you to join us.
Thank you for your time.
Many blessings,
Kathleen
www.jeremiahscrossing.org

During the summer months the Wisconsin
Rapids United Methodist Women are
pretty relaxed. We started the summer
with our annual picnic. A big thank you
goes out to all who came, brought food,
and to Mary Jo Hane who shared her
amazing talent of hooking rugs. They are
truly a work of art. Also, thank you so very
much for all Julie and Mike Dresen did
hosting our picnic by opening up their
house to us. It was a great evening of
fellowship and a lot of laughter!
Looking forward, Mission U is a month and
4 days away! Mission U begins July 23-26
and on July 27 is the overview day. If you
have not experienced Mission U you are
more than welcome to join in. The ladies
are very welcoming and you will have
made new friends by the end of the
week! It is held at Hotel Mead which
means we are fortunate enough to sleep at
home! Deadline for registration is July 1.
Each year Mission U has a program in the
sanctuary. This year it will be Tuesday,
July 24 @ 6:30 and all are welcome to
come.
August begins the new Reading
Program. Stay tuned for the new list of
books! Enjoy the summer and feel free to
explore the Wisconsin UMW website for
more activities and items of interest.
Blessings,
Cindy

Noisy Collection
Sunday, July 8, 2018
for Jennifer and
Paul Webster at Mujila
Falls Agriculture Centre

July 15,2018
SWEPS
Essentials Collection
A Big Thank You goes out to Barb and
Fred Kronenberg and Donna Kincaid for
all of their hard work with the flowers
and bushes in the front of the churchthings look beautiful. Thank you also
to John Steele for
doing the reseeding of grass
from our driveway
project. Also
Thank You to the
Men’s Group for taking care of the
mowing of the grass on our church
grounds--we have church grounds to
be proud of!

There will be NO
Men’s Breakfast in
July

July
02-Marcia Wright
02-Trevor Sloat
04-Hi Young Hong
05-Don Whitley
05-Bill Spaulding
05-Wendy Boettcher
07-Libby Correll
08-Aida Harper
09-Mackenzie Schulz
09-Kaden Hicks
15-Stephanie Fletcher
17-Mike Dresen
19-Valerie Nordin
23-Brian Michaels
25-Jeff Anhalt
26-Cody Russell
27-Jean Michaels
28-Barb Moon
29-Jennifer Bartram

09-Vic & Barb Moon
09-Norman & Auril Harding
10-Scott & Judy Skinner
16-Keith & Janet Hansen
23-Garold & Evelyn Lampman
28-Steven & Susan Andrews
30-Brad & Stacey Russell
If we have omitted your birthday or
anniversary or have it listed on the wrong
date, please let us know so we can make the
necessary corrections to our records. Thank
you.

Prayer Calendar
July
1-John & Carol Metzger
2-Brian Michaels
3-Jean Michaels
4-Daniel Michalak
5-Vic & Barb Moon
6-Nathalie Noonan
7-Valerie Nordin
8-Ashley, Kolt, Walker & Easton O’Keefe
9-Nancy Olson
10-Josh & Katie Pegram
11-Al & Bev Peterson
12-Mary Jane Phillips
13-Lonnie, Nicole, Hailey & Alyssa Reetz
14-Kelly & Rhett Reinicke
15-Monty & Taylor Reinicke
16-Russ & Karen Rifleman
17-Phyllis Ritchie
18-Richard & Kathryn Ritter
19-Timm, Anton & Karl Rosenthal
20-Brad, Stacey, Marinah & Cody Russell
21-Don & Sandy Saeger
22-Jonathan, Mackenzie & Cooper Schulz
23-Wendy Schwartz
24-Jim & Judy Seegert
25-Wayne & Shirley Sering
26-Roberta Shaurette
27-Robin Shaw
28-Daye Ann Shomberg
29-Patti Sisco
30-Tom & Barb Sisco
31-Holly Skinner

Have a prayer request? Call the prayer chain:
Daytime: (9:00 a.m. — 6:00 p.m.
Lynn Swanson — 715-423-4407
Evenings: (6:00 p.m. — 9:00 p.m.)
Kathy Duerkop — 715-421-3396

For encouragement,
call the prayer phone:
715-423-1323

John 14:27
Peace I leave with you, my peace I give you.
I do not give to you as the world gives. Do
not let your hearts be troubled and do not be
afraid.
The 14th chapter of John starts with Jesus
saying: “Do not let your hearts be troubled.
Trust in God; trust also in me.” Then he
repeats it in verse 27. These words of
comfort and instruction in this chapter are
final instructions to Jesus’ disciples and to us.
I’m afraid they, like us, soon forgot them.
We worry and plan and get frustrated in our
lives. We fear the future. Is this how Jesus
tells us we are to live as Christians? No, we
are to trust him and not be afraid. When life
throws us a curve ball and we can see no way
out, what do we do? We get worried and
afraid. The situation in our country and the
world is one thing that makes me worry. My
heart breaks as I hear the attacks from those
on the right and those on the left. How are
we going to solve anything if all we do is call
each other names? I think of our children
growing up seeing all the school shootings
and terror attacks around the world and my
heart breaks. We must learn, with God’s
help, to trust in Him. We must rest assured
that God is in control, not only in our
country’s problems, but also those in our
own lives. Every little worry or personal
problem should be brought to our Lord.
May we confidently trust all our fears to God.
Our future truly is in his hands.

Pray with me: Lord, fill us with your Holy
Spirit and help us to confidently trust you.
You are the one constant in our lives. Help
us to love as you love and live for you. We
pray this in the name of your precious Son,
Jesus Christ. Amen

July 1
10:30 am RCC Pancake Breakfast
July 4
HAPPY INDEPENDENCE DAY
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
July 9
4:30 pm - Trustees
July 11
10:30 am - Disciplines
July 15
10:30 am - A Grace-Full Life Book Study
July 16
6:00 pm - Finance Meeting
6:30 pm - Council Meeting
July 17
10:00 am - SWEPS meeting

Church Office Hours
The church office is open Monday through
Thursday from 8:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.
and closed on Fridays.
Pastor Joshua’s Office Hours
Monday through Thursday
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
E-mail Addresses
Church Office: umc@wctc.net
Pastor Joshua: joshuapegram3@gmail.com
Church Office Phone
715-423-8860
Pastor Joshua’s Phone No.
Cell: 920-896-3976
Sunday Services
9:00 a.m. — UMC Worship Service
10:00 a.m. — Coffee Fellowship

July 18
10:30 am - Disciplines
July 22

The Neighborhood Table
The last two Tuesdays of the month: 4:30 p.m.
Every Thursday: 4:30 p.m.

10:30 am - A Grace-Full Life Book Study
July 23-26
Mission U at Hotel Mead
July 24
6:30 pm - Mission U program in the sanctuary
July 25
8:30 am - 5:00 pm - Mobile Food Pantry
10:30 am - Disciplines
July 29

Narcotics Anonymous
Meets each day of the week as follows:
Monday’s 11:00 a.m.
Tuesday’s 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday’s 7:00 p.m.
Thursday’s 7:00 p.m.
Weight Watchers
Every Tuesday 7:00 am
Every Wednesday 10:00 am,12:00 pm and 6:00 pm
Every Saturday 8:30 am

10:30 am - A Grace-Full Life Book Study
Nar-Anon
Every Thursday: 6:30 p.m.
Wisdom Seekers
Every Thursday: 9:30 a.m.

